
MINUTES OF THE THIRTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE KENT LOCAL DENTAL 
COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2012 AT 6.00 PM AT THE HOLIDAY 

INN, MAIDSTONE ROAD, ROCHESTER, KENT ME5 9SF. 
 

Present: Drs Allen, Adesanya, Ahmad, Bishop, Clarke, De Sarker, Hardeep Walia, Hartle, 
Hogan, Hammond, Johnstone, Lynch, Nugent, Ogunlesi, Mahesh Patel, Naishad Patel, 
Pitchforth, Sheridan, Shivji, Trivedi, Unter, Uddin, Watts and Winstone. 
Observers:  Drs (Manoj) Patel, Babayemi and (Sandeep) Walia. 
 

1. APOLOGIES AND WELCOME – Dr Hogan welcomed everyone to the meeting.   He 
welcomed especially new observers and requested that we have a quick verbal 
introduction around the table.  Apologies were received from Drs Costello, Chopra, 
Hymas, Morenas, Newell, Ujwal Patel and Mary Henderson. 
 

2. LAST MEETING – Wednesday 4TH July 2012.   
(a) Confirmation of Minutes – There were a few minor amendments made to the 

minutes otherwise they were approved.  Action: Clerk to email the corrected 
minutes to the chairman who will upload them on the new KLDC website. 

(b) Matters Arising – There were a few outstanding items from the previous meeting 
which needed to be clarified.  It was still not confirmed whether Drs Watts or 
Hammond was the East Kent BDA Representative for the KDAC. However, it was 
agreed that this could not be confirmed until the next election within the East Kent 
BDA and was not a matter for the KLDC to decide.   It was discussed in the 
previous meeting under Item (10) KLDC Website, that Dr Hogan would upload his 
power point presentation on ‘Safeguarding Children’, onto the KLDC website, 
together with a disclaimer.  This could be used in conjunction with their other 
mandatory training by dentists. This has now been uploaded successfully.   
 

3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
Dr Unter added the following item under item 18.  
(i) Flu Vaccination 

 
4. SECRETARY 

(a) Correspondence received and written - Dr Unter sought permission from the 
Chairman that as usual he mention the items as they appear under the agenda. 

(b) Report of Meetings – Once again Dr Unter requested that he mention the items 
as they appear under the agenda. 

 
5. TREASURER  

Dr Winstone reported that the PCTs had continued making payments for both 
Statutory and Voluntary Levy.  He will hold some payment in reserve when they get 
to April.   He also requested once again that members could please remember to put 
the correct information on their expense forms, especially their names! 

 
6. GDS ARRANGEMENTS UPDATES, CQC and S E Coast LDCs Report 

Dr Unter reported that he had been passed a copy of a document prepared by 
Capsticks (Solicitors) regarding the transfer of statutory functions of the PCT to the 
NHS Commissioning Board (NHSCB). He pointed out that under one of the sections 
of this document it confirmed the power to recognise a Local Dental Committee had 
been transferred to the NHSCB.  He emailed Dr James Thallon, Medical Director of 
the K & M cluster asking if he could offer advice as to how the KLDC should proceed 



in order to maintain its statutory functions and the duty of the NHSCB to consult as 
required by the regulations. 
 
In Medway, the PCT has very much hardened its attitude to (contract) under-
performance and is reducing contract values where there has been two consecutive 
years of underperformance.  The issuing of breach notices seems likely in the future, 
which could not only lead to loss of contract but also could make the practice more 
unsalable or able to enter into a partnership.   
 
In Surrey PCT, (PCT) staff are to be assessed against future job requirements and if 
matched will be given no choice but to take any job offered or to leave with no 
redundancy.  In the last year £1m dental contract funds were lost to the PCT “black 
hole” but commissioners were not allowed to reallocate this. 
 
Also in Surrey, one practice had an unannounced CQC practice inspection and 
everything was to be found in order.  The practitioner found out that the 
unannounced inspection was due to a patient complaining that a toilet was dirty. 
 
General Medical practitioners are to be charged £550 per practice for CQC 
registration while dental practices will remain at £800.00 for April 2013 onwards 
 
The general feeling with regards to the national pilots is that waiting lists are 
increasing, assessments and reviews are time consuming and much less dentistry is 
being done.  There have been estimates that in the future some 25% of associate 
positions may be in danger. 
 
Dr Hammond reported that she was given very little notice with regards to her own 
CQC practice inspection and is still awaiting feedback even though this took place 
some seven weeks prior.   Action: Dr Hammond will chase this up and report back 
next time. 
 

7. PCT ISSUES: 
(a) NHS SOUTH ENGLAND (was South east Coast Strategic Health Authority)  

There was nothing to report under this item. 
(b) Primary Care Trusts 

(i) Cluster Update – it was felt that generally there was lack of morale among 
PCT staff. 

(ii) Local Professional Network – The last meeting was held on 12th September 
2012.  The main items under discussion included an update on the 
salaried service and DentaLine; the proposed 111 service – a proposal to 
use the SECamb service across KSS for the EDS including DentaLine; 
Occupational Health update – Ken Eaton has set up training sessions 
regarding needle stick injuries; Feedback from Consultant in Dental public 
Health; update from the Deanery. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 7th November. 

(iii) Kent and Medway PCT’s Performance Advisory Group – Dr Unter reported 
that personnel dealing with performance issues were working well.  

(c) DentaLine – Dr Clarke’s report was attached. She reported that currently the 
service is meeting patient demands with the level of service offered.  The level of 
service exceeds 90% with the exception of Public Holidays when demands 
exceed availability.  A recent survey offered very positive feedback and reported 
a very satisfactory service received.  It was felt generally though that the site at 



Canterbury was not appropriate and this could lead to medico legal implications, 
both to the patient and the dentist.  Action: Dr Unter to write to Annie Godden 
and copy in Helen Buckingham to express concerns on behalf of the KLDC.  
[Secs Note: Subsequent to the meeting and a discussion between the Secretary & Annie Godden it 
was agreed that specific issues in relation to the Canterbury site must be sought and listed from 
members before any action regarding the site can be progressed.) 

 

(d) Dental Practice Advisors – Reports 
(i) East Kent – Dr Hymas was not present, therefore there was nothing to report. 
(ii) Medway & West Kent (North) – Dr Winstone discussed work performance 

cases and advised that the PCT were getting tough on practices not 
sending in paperwork and X-ray Certificates etc subsequent to Practice 
Inspections.  If this information was not sent on time, breach notices 
would be issued to practices.  

(iii) West Kent (South) – Dr Bishop reported that they were still receiving 
incomplete referrals (Endo) and that they would be running training in 
Tunbridge Wells, Medway and Canterbury in November and December 
and targeting individuals.  It was important that forms were completed 
correctly. Information on referrals would be included on the website.   
Action: Dr Hogan requested that key issues be emailed to him so that 
this could be included on the website. 
 

8. REPORT FROM CONSULTANT IN DENTAL PUBLIC  HEALTH  
Dr Allen reported that as the PCTs disappear all the new organisations will be 
updated on the agenda.  There was currently a job mapping system being carried 
out, whereby people currently employed by the PCTs will go through a job 
restructuring and positions would be reduced.    
A questionnaire has been sent out to dentists in order to try to improve services 
across the patch.  There has to date been a very poor response to this.  It is 
important for these to be completed if services are to be improved.   
There is an audit being carried out on the quality of X-rays and difficulty of software 
compatibility. 
 

9. KLDC WEBSITE  
Dr Unter & Hogan managed to contract with a website designer to design a website 
which is much easier to use and will carry more up-to-date information.  Dr Hogan 
will report more on this at the next meeting. 
 

10. SALARIED DENTAL SERVICES 
(a) East Kent – Dr Johnstone’s report was attached.  He reported that the Kent 

Community Health NHS Trust Community Dental Service is currently meeting all 
its targets.  Waiting times for GA remain relatively short at around 4-6 weeks, with 
urgent cases waiting an even shorter time; They are currently recruiting another 
dental officer to help support work in the MASH sites; They have purchased a 
dental mobile to support domiciliary and health promotion services; Each of the 
current clinical sites have been registered with the CQC.  Sites at Ashford 
Vicarage Lane and Margate Road closed at the end of May in preparation for the 
opening of the new sites at Ashford and Thanet, which are due to be inspected 
during September. 

(b) West Kent – Dr Clarke’s report was attached.  She reported that two part-time 
Band A dentists have been appointed to work in Medway and Swale which 
should help reduce waiting lists;   There is currently no bariatric facility at 



Medway, however, these patients can be seen at Sevenoaks Hospital on receipt 
of approval from Commissioners based on individual cases.; the fluoride varnish 
application scheme in Luton schools was completed in July.  It remains to be 
seen whether this will be extended to other schools within Medway despite its 
success 
 

11. LMC REPORT 
Dr Nugent reported that there was a meeting tomorrow at the Village Hotel, 
Maidstone.  He was unable to attend the previous meeting, therefore had nothing to 
report on this occasion. 
 

12. HOSPITAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
Dr Newell was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, therefore there was nothing to 
report.  It was reported by other members that he gave a very good presentation at 
the BDA West Kent section meeting. 

 
13. ORTHODONTIC REPORT – 

Dr Sheridan reported that the next meeting is next Thursday.    Orthodontic referrals 
are growing and she now has over 1500 patients on the waiting list. She will 
hopefully be able to report more at the next meeting. 
 

14. GENERAL DENTAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE: REPORT OF KENT 
REPRESENTATIVES 
A report from Dr Hartle was attached.  The main topics of the evening were the newly 
elected BDA PEC and its responsibilities; concern over the dental funding allocation 
and the actual dental spend. There was also a lot of feedback on the pilot schemes, 
some positive and some negative. The Chairman thanked Dr Hartle for her report. 
 

15. KENT DENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE: REPORT OF KENT REPRESENTATIVE 
Dr Allen’s report was attached it contained the following information:-  LATS will be 
set up nationally; Felicity Cox has been appointed as Chief Executive for the Kent 
LAT; Discussion is required regarding cap controlled contracts.  The referral pathway 
needs to be reviewed. Dental services are provided in the three HMP sites and each 
of the sites has been registered with the CCQ; Needle stick injury information has 
been forwarded by the company to all practices through the NHS net ;Two evening 
sessions across Kent have been arranged regarding the use of HIV testing kits; 
questionnaires have been sent out regarding oral surgery; The future of dentistry in 
the NHS is still unclear; Inspection visits will continue until 2013; DF1s can sign up to 
attend a Foundation Master’s degree.  The start date of DF2s  will be changed to 
September. 
 

16. EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
(a) Dental Foundation Training – It was reported that 30 graduates did not obtain 

jobs.  Courses for the core training will be put on every three to six months with 
priority given to the core subjects such as vulnerable adults/children. 

(b) Post Graduate Dental Advisory Report - 
(i) Canterbury – nothing to report 
(ii) Tunbridge Wells – nothing to report 

 
17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 9th January 2013 
 



18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Flu Vaccination – Dr Unter reported on the Seasonal Flu vaccination and reiterated 
how important it was for healthcare workers with direct patient care to protect 
themselves and their families by vaccinating against seasonal flu.  Previously clinics 
had been set up and funded by the PCTs which will cease to exist in April 2013. Kent 
and Medway PCTs have agreed that NHS funding can be used to fund seasonal flu 
clinics for dentists and their staff with direct contact for one final year. From 2013/14 
it will become the responsibility of the dentist. Times and locations of clinics are 
available from Dr Unter. 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES:  
  

                                                Wednesday, 17th April 2013 (AGM) (changed from 10th April) 
               Wednesday, 3rd July 2013 
               Wednesday, 2 October 2013   

    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


