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MINUTES OF THE FORTY- SIXTH MEETING OF THE KENT LOCAL DENTAL 

COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 25th JUNE 2014  

AT 6.00 PM AT  

THE HOLIDAY INN, MAIDSTONE ROAD, ROCHESTER, KENT ME5 9SF. 

 

Present: Drs Allen, Banvir, Hartle, Hogan, Hymas, Lynch, Newell, Nugent, O’Sullivan, 

Mahesh Patel, N Patel, U Patel, Sheridan, Shivji, Unter, Watts and Winstone. 

Observers: Mary Henderson, Brett Duane, Ye Kyaw and Judy Barham. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Drs Adesanya, Ahmad, Bishop, Chopra, Elder, 

Johnstone, Manoj Patel and Trivedi. 

Dr Hogan welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced new observers Dr Brett 

Duane, Consultant in Dental Public Health (Kent, Surrey & Sussex); Dr Ye Kyaw, 

from Canterbury and Dr Judy Barham who works with Dr Shivji. 

 

2. LAST MEETING, WEDNESDAY, 2ND APRIL 2014 (AGM) 

(a) Confirmation of Minutes – a few minor amendments were made to the minutes 

but otherwise they were approved.  Action: Clerk to make amendments and 

email to the chairperson to upload onto the KLDC website. 

(b) Matters Arising – Dr Ahmad previously agreed as usual to write the report on the 

annual conference.  However, he had been unable to prepare this in advance of 

tonight’s meeting; therefore, this will be reported at the next meeting in October.  

Dr Mahesh Patel as previously agreed, will take control of negotiating the best 

price for Automatic External Defibrillators.  He will liaise with Annie Godden to 

see if they are able to send the information across via NHS.net accounts.   

 

3. NOTICE OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

(i) KLDC to send Representative to the K&M Controlled Drug Local Intelligence 

Network. 

(ii) Superannuation and IMOS. 

(iii) DBS checks for Nurses 

 

4. SECRETARY  

(a) Correspondence Received and Written – Dr Unter requested as usual that he 

report on the relevant information as they go through the agenda. 

(b) Report of Meetings – Dr Unter had attended several meetings. These included: 

The Kent Health and Well Being Board Strategy Workshop at the County 

Showground (attended with Dr Hogan).  This was a very good meeting with lots 

of active participation and lots of counsellors including Paul Carter (the leader of 

KCC) were present; A Call to Action (improving Dental Care and Oral Health) at 

the Hilton Hotel, Gatwick Airport.  Barry Cockcroft, the Chief Dental Officer 
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presented.  NHS England are seeking views to help improve the future of 

dentistry; LMC meeting on the 14th May.  Some of the topics discussed were 

domiciliarys, patient self-declaration forms, out of hour’s prescriptions, Health 

and Well Being Board(s), PSG, PLDP and Hep C. 

(c) Annual Report – This has now been published and sent to every GDS dentist in 

Kent. It has also been uploaded onto the website.  

 

 

 

5.     TREASURER 

Dr Winstone did not have much to report other than levies are being received.  

Members were once again reminded to make sure that they have all the relevant 

information on their claim forms and to make sure they hand them in on the night 

of the meeting in order to receive prompt payment. 

 

6.     REPORT OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF LOCAL DENTAL COMMITTEES 

– held on 12th and 13th June at the Hilton Manchester.  A report of the meeting will 

be included at the next meeting as previously noted under item 2(b). It was 

generally felt by those that attended that the topics brought up were very good 

albeit too lengthy.  At 4.45pm on the day of the Conference there were between 8 

and 10 topics on the agenda not yet discussed.  It was generally felt that the 

dinner and venue were very good but the speaker was not so good.  There were 

approximately 40 motions, most of which were valid but it was felt that it would be 

better to limit each LDC to two. Attendees were asked to complete a survey, which 

our LDC members did. 

 

7.     NHS ENGLAND AREA TEAM MATTERS 

(a) NHS England – Dr Unter reported that we have been requested by NHS 

England to review papers with regards to the dental contract reform.  Dr Allen 

has been asked to collate these by 31st July.  Members were sent copies of 

these papers in advance of the meeting and were requested that if they had any 

comments on the papers to please send to Amanda (Dr Allen’s PA) by the 23rd 

June. 

It is anticipated that the new contract will commence next year and will be a 

blended contract based on feedback from the consultation exercise.  Dentists 

are urged to read them.   

 

It was felt there was still a lot of negativity with pilots and practitioners who are 

finding it difficult to understand how they are going to deal with this.  Pilots are 

very computer based due to pathways.  Dr Hogan advised that they had 

previously tried to put on a road show jointly with the BDA but the BDA seemed 

unable to make a speaker available.   
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(b) Kent & Medway Area Team   

(i) Liaison Meeting & Local Update – The liaison meeting is now well overdue. 

Practice Inspection document proposals - Dr Hogan wrote to Annie Godden 

regarding what the definition of an instrument is as HTM01-05 is very clear on 

the requirements laid out for the bagging of instruments but there does not 

appear to be a defined definition of what an “Instrument” is. He is waiting for 

Annie Godden to come back with guidance on this. 

(ii) Local professional Network LPN) - Dr Unter reported that this was a very 

good meeting as usual. He gave a brief synopsis of the matters discussed.  

(iii) Kent Area Performance Screening Group (PSG) – Dr Unter attended these 

meetings. Much thought and discussion occurs at these meetings which give 

clear guidance to the Area Team concerning practitioner concerns 

(iv) Kent Area Team Performers List Decision Panel (PLDP) – Dr Mahesh Patel 

reported that he had attended two meetings since the KLDC last met. They 

were both very straight forward and he felt they were interested in the dentists 

input.  There was however, a huge amount of paperwork. Dr Hogan added 

that invariably other members had not read their papers properly and papers 

were not subsequently completed correctly which was a concern. 

(v) SE Coast LDCs (Channel Group) – Dr Unter/Hogan did not attend the last 

meeting.  Currently It does not appear that much is happening in Kent but 

interestingly Surrey have viewed our website and have now purchased one 

that looks very similar to ours. 

 

(c) DentaLine - Dr Clarke’s last ever report was submitted with the minutes as she 

will be leaving her current post in August.  She sent her thanks to her dental 

colleagues for their help and support as well as their mischievous sense of 

humour on occasions. She reported that the additional sessions laid on at 

Rochester over the Easter and Bank Holidays were well utilised and has 

overcome earlier challenges of lack of availability once sessions have been 

filled.  With regards to the Canterbury site there is still no definite outcome in the 

right direction regarding relocation.  In the meantime Canterbury facility 

continues to be used for oncology assessment patients to maintain services 

during Department refurbishment.  

 

(d) Dental Practice Advisors Reports 

(i) East Kent – Dr Hymas reported that he is currently doing a lot of record card 

checks. 

(ii) Medway & West Kent (North) – Dr Winstone reported that he too was doing a 

lot of record card checks.  

(iii) West Kent (South) – Dr Bishop was not present and therefore there was 

nothing to report. 
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8. REPORT FROM CONSULTANT IN DENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH (ENGLAND) 

Dr Allen did not have much to add as he had already actively contributed to several 

previous items on the agenda. 

 

9. KENT DENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

Dr Henderson apologised that there was not a prepared report this time.  She 

reported that there were lots of problems with the current referral system and there 

was a lot of confusion where cases were deemed as borderline.  One suggestion 

was that it may be advisable for practitioners to advise patients that they may not 

meet the criteria. 

 

10. SALARIED DENTAL SERVICES 

(a) East Kent – Dr Johnstone was not present but he had submitted a report. He 

stated that the Kent community Health NHS Trust is moving positively towards 

Foundation Trust status.  The CQC will have visited the Trust in June.  They will 

include salaried dental services in the inspection. 50 inspectors will be in the 

Trust for a week. Two sites will be closed, Deal and Folkestone.  Services will be 

transferred to other sites. There has been an increase in demand for GA and 

sedation due to the knock on effect of waiting times.  These have increased to 

15 weeks for children and 10 weeks for adults.  Referrals are prioritised making 

some waits shorter.  There has been improved access to paediatric sedation 

services by increasing the number of clinicians who are able to provide such 

services and by undertaking a wider variety of sedation service provision.  

Following the extension of domiciliary dental care the referral criteria has been 

reviewed.  Initially it was a requirement for the GP to confirm the patient is 

housebound, this was proving difficult and delaying access. As previously 

reported the LMC had raised an objection to this requirement. With 

commissioner agreement the referrer will be asked a series of questions about 

accessing healthcare so the requirement for the GP is now not required. 

 

(b) West Kent – Dr Clarke’s report was submitted.  Epidemiology Survey – the 

service will carry out a nationally coordinated survey of 5 year olds during the 

2014/2015 academic year.  Participating teams will have training and calibration 

exercise in advance. Reminders have been sent to all practitioner colleagues 

requesting the use of the electronic referral forms. There has been an increase 

in the number of referrals requesting treatment under conscious sedation, this 

needs to be managed carefully. 

 

11.  HOSPITAL REPRESENTATIVE REPORT - Dr Elder did not attend therefore there 

was nothing to report. 
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12.  GENERAL DENTAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE: REPORT OF KENT 

REPRESENTATIVE(s); - Dr Hartle’s report was circulated.  Her report advised that 

The Chair, John Milne has been busy with the Contract Reform Show which is still 

going on.  She circulated 4 documents which are about to be released by the DoH 

relating to contract reform and which will require a response from the profession.  

[These had been previously circulated to members by the Secretary] 

 

13. ORTHODONTIC REPORT 

      Dr Sheridan did not have much to add other than Annie Godden is to send out 

information on the new appeals process and that if a second opinion was required 

then the dentist would need to refer to another specialist. 

 

14. LMC REPORT 

      Dr Nugent reported that he attended a meeting on 12th June.  He shared some of the 

items with members. He advised that the CQC would visit a practice unannounced if 

they had any concerns or if there was a change of partnership, otherwise they would 

usually give two weeks’ notice.  

 

15. KLDC WEBSITE 

      The site was going well with lots of “hits”.  The Annual Report is already uploaded as 

well as the referral forms for endodontics, orthodontics & IMOS. The Practice 

Inspection report will be uploaded once it is ready.   

 

16. EDUCATION AND TRAINING – DENTAL FOUNDATION TRAINING 

       Dr Shivji reported that there was no confirmation of the forthcoming move of the 

Deanery. As regards Foundation dentists they were still waiting to see how many 

dentists have passed (finals) but it is all looking good so far. There is a route for 

those dentists that do not pass.  Last year there were a number of UK graduates who 

did qualify but did not get places.  

 

17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Wednesday, 8th October 2014 – Holiday Inn Rochester. 

 

18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

(i) KLDC to send Representative to the K&M Controlled Drug Local Intelligence 

Network -.  Dr Unter advised that the K&M Controlled Drug Local Intelligence 

Network would like the KLDC to send a representative to their meetings.  He 

requested that if anyone was interested in attending this ½ day session, which 

would probably be on a Tuesday, to please let him know. Dr O’Sullivan agreed to 

attend on behalf of the KLDC. 

(ii) Superannuation – Dr Watts wrote to Annie Godden with concerns regarding 

superannuation for practitioners providing IMOS services.  As he understood it 
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IMOS pay had previously been deemed superannuable.  There has since been a 

decision to reverse this and to deny Performers the opportunity to accrue pension 

on their NHS IMOS earnings. Action Dr Watts will report back next time once he 

has heard from Annie.  

(iii) DBS checks for nurses – there was a case where a dental nurse was recently 

found to have 11 previous convictions so colleagues were reminded of their 

responsibilities to ensure these essential checks were carried out in a timely 

fashion.  It was noted that it is a requirement that DBS checks must be carried 

out by the training providers on all nurses. 

 

 

The Meeting closed at 8.10 pm 

 

 

FUTURE DATES: Wednesday, 7th January 2015 

   Wednesday, 15th April 2015 

   Wednesday, 8th July 2015          and 

   Wednesday, 7th October 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


